The Great American Steamboat Race: A
Harrowing Tale of Speed and Survival
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In 1853, the United States was in the midst of a transportation revolution.
The steamboat had emerged as the dominant form of travel on the nation's
rivers and lakes, and competition between rival steamboat companies was

fierce.
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That year, three of the most powerful steamboats in the country—the
Robert E. Lee, the Natchez, and the Eclipse—embarked on a perilous race
up the Mississippi River. The Great American Steamboat Race was a test
of speed, endurance, and engineering, and it would ultimately claim the
lives of dozens of people.

The race began on June 30, 1853, in New Orleans. The three steamboats
left the city at the same time, and they quickly began to push their engines
to the limit. The Robert E. Lee, captained by John Cannon, was the early
leader, but the Natchez, captained by Thomas Leathers, and the Eclipse,
captained by William Kennon, were close behind.

The race up the Mississippi River was a grueling test of endurance. The
steamboats had to battle against strong currents, treacherous sandbars,
and dense fog. The crews worked around the clock, and the passengers
were often seasick and exhausted.
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On July 4, 1853, the Robert E. Lee exploded near Vicksburg, Mississippi.
The blast killed dozens of people, including Captain Cannon. The Natchez
and the Eclipse continued to race, but the Natchez eventually emerged as
the victor. It reached St. Louis, Missouri, on July 10, 1853, just ahead of the
Eclipse.

The Great American Steamboat Race was a tragedy, but it was also a
testament to the indomitable spirit of the American people. The race
pushed the limits of human endurance and engineering, and it helped to
shape the course of American history.

The Steamboats

The three steamboats that competed in the Great American Steamboat
Race were the most powerful and technologically advanced vessels of their
time.

The Robert E. Lee was built in 1853 by John Laird and Sons in Birkenhead,
England. It was 290 feet long and had a displacement of 2,250 tons. The
Robert E. Lee was powered by two horizontal steam engines that produced
a combined 3,500 horsepower.

The Natchez was built in 1852 by James Rees and Sons in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. It was 285 feet long and had a displacement of 2,100 tons.
The Natchez was powered by two horizontal steam engines that produced
a combined 3,200 horsepower.

The Eclipse was built in 1851 by James Bishop and Company in Cincinnati,
Ohio. It was 278 feet long and had a displacement of 1,950 tons. The



Eclipse was powered by two horizontal steam engines that produced a
combined 3,000 horsepower.

The Crews

The crews of the three steamboats were made up of some of the most
experienced and skilled rivermen in the country. The captains were all
veterans of the Mississippi River, and they knew how to push their boats to
the limit.

The crews worked around the clock during the race, and they often had to
perform dangerous tasks in Free Download to keep their boats moving.
They had to shovel coal into the furnaces, repair broken machinery, and
navigate through treacherous waters.

The crews of the three steamboats were a diverse group of men, but they
were all united by their common goal of winning the race.

The Passengers

The passengers on the three steamboats were a mix of businessmen,
planters, and tourists. They were all eager to experience the excitement of
the race, but they were also aware of the dangers involved.

The passengers often had to endure uncomfortable conditions during the
race. They were often seasick and exhausted, and they had to sleep on
crowded decks.

Despite the hardships, the passengers were all thrilled to be a part of the
Great American Steamboat Race. They witnessed history firsthand, and
they played a role in shaping the course of American history.



The Legacy

The Great American Steamboat Race was a tragedy, but it also had a
lasting impact on American history. The race helped to establish the
steamboat as the dominant form of travel on the nation's rivers and lakes,
and it inspired a new generation of engineers and inventors.

The race also helped to shape the American character. It showed that
Americans were willing to take risks and push themselves to the limit in
Free Download to achieve their goals. The Great American Steamboat
Race is a reminder of the indomitable spirit of the American people.
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