
How to Oil Paint a Macaw Parrot: A Step-by-
Step Guide for Intermediate Painters
Macaw parrots are beautiful and exotic birds that make for stunning
subjects in oil paintings. If you're an intermediate painter looking to add a
touch of the tropics to your portfolio, then this step-by-step guide is for you.
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In this tutorial, we'll go through everything you need to know to oil paint a
macaw parrot, from gathering your materials to finishing the painting. We'll
cover everything from choosing the right colors to mixing realistic feathers.

Materials

Oil paints in a variety of colors, including: white, black, red, yellow,
blue, green, and orange

Oil painting brushes in a variety of sizes

A canvas or other painting surface
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A palette

A cup of water

A rag

Step 1: Sketch the Parrot

The first step is to sketch the parrot onto your canvas. You can use a pencil
or charcoal to do this. Start by drawing the basic shape of the body, then
add the details of the head, beak, wings, and tail.



Step 2: Mix the Colors

Once you have your sketch, it's time to start mixing the colors. Macaw
parrots have a variety of colors in their feathers, so you'll need to mix a few
different shades to get the right look. Start by mixing the basic colors, then
add white or black to lighten or darken them as needed.
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Mixing the colors for a macaw parrot

Step 3: Paint the Body

Now it's time to start painting the body of the parrot. Start by painting the
darkest areas, such as the back and wings. Then, gradually add lighter
colors to the chest and belly. Use a variety of brush strokes to create the
texture of the feathers.
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Step 4: Paint the Head

Once the body is painted, it's time to move on to the head. Start by painting
the beak, then add the eyes and the details of the face. Use a small brush
to paint the individual feathers on the head.
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Painting the head of a macaw parrot

Step 5: Paint the Wings and Tail

Next, it's time to paint the wings and tail. Start by painting the primary
feathers, which are the long feathers on the outside of the wing. Then, add
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the secondary feathers, which are the shorter feathers on the inside of the
wing. Finally, paint the tail feathers.

Step 6: Add Details

Once the основная часть painting is finished, it's time to add details. This
includes things like the highlights on the feathers, the texture of the feet,
and the details of the beak and eyes.
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Adding details to a macaw parrot painting

Finished Painting

Congratulations! You have now finished your oil painting of a macaw parrot.
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Tips for Painting Macaw Parrots

Use a variety of brush sizes to create the different textures of the
feathers.

Mix a variety of colors to get the right shades for the feathers.

Don't be afraid to experiment with different techniques.
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Take your time and enjoy the process.

We hope you enjoyed this tutorial on how to oil paint a macaw parrot. If you
have any questions, please feel free to leave a comment below. Happy
painting!
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