
Fort Wayne's Lasting Impact on the NHL and
Greater Hockey World
Fort Wayne, Indiana, may not be the first city that comes to mind when you
think of hockey hotbeds, but the city has a rich hockey history, with a
number of players and teams making a significant impact on the NHL and
the greater hockey world. From the early days of the Fort Wayne Komets to
the present day, Fort Wayne has been a hotbed for hockey talent.

Early Days of Hockey in Fort Wayne

The Fort Wayne Komets were founded in 1952 as a member of the
International Hockey League (IHL). The Komets quickly became one of the
most successful teams in the IHL, winning the Turner Cup championship in
1953 and 1954. The Komets continued to be a powerhouse in the IHL,
winning the Turner Cup again in 1963, 1973, and 1976.
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The Komets' success in the IHL helped to put Fort Wayne on the hockey
map. The city became a destination for hockey players from all over the
world, and a number of Komets players went on to have successful careers
in the NHL.

Komets Park and Parkview Field

The Komets played their home games at Komets Park from 1952 to 1990.
Komets Park was a small, intimate arena that was known for its raucous
atmosphere. The Komets had a great deal of success at Komets Park,
winning three Turner Cup championships. The arena was demolished in
1991, but it remains a fond memory for many Komets fans.

The Komets moved to Parkview Field in 1990. Parkview Field is a larger,
more modern arena than Komets Park, but it still has a great atmosphere.
The Komets have continued to be successful at Parkview Field, winning the
Turner Cup championship in 2003 and 2010.

Allen County War Memorial Coliseum

The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum is another important hockey
venue in Fort Wayne. The Coliseum was built in 1952 and has been home
to a number of hockey teams, including the Fort Wayne Komets, the Fort
Wayne Freeze, and the Indiana Ice.

The Coliseum has hosted a number of major hockey events, including the
1988 World Junior Ice Hockey Championships and the 2004 IIHF World
U18 Championships.

Notable Komets Players



Over the years, a number of notable hockey players have played for the
Fort Wayne Komets. Some of these players include:

Scotty Bowman - Hall of Fame coach who won nine Stanley Cups with
the Montreal Canadiens and Detroit Red Wings

Bobby Hull - Hall of Fame player who scored 610 goals and 1,108
points in his NHL career

Mark Messier - Hall of Fame player who won six Stanley Cups and
was named the NHL's MVP three times

Mike Modano - Hall of Fame player who won the Stanley Cup with the
Dallas Stars in 1999

Neal Broten - Olympic gold medalist and two-time Stanley Cup
champion

Ed Belfour - Hall of Fame goalie who won the Vezina Trophy twice and
the Stanley Cup with the Dallas Stars in 1999

Kevin Weekes - Played 15 seasons in the NHL and won a Stanley Cup
with the Carolina Hurricanes in 2006

T.J. Hensick - Played 10 seasons in the NHL and was a member of the
United States team that won the silver medal at the 2002 Winter
Olympics

Justin Abdelkader - Played 10 seasons in the NHL and won the
Stanley Cup with the Detroit Red Wings in 2008

Dany Heatley - Played 15 seasons in the NHL and was named the
NHL's Most Valuable Player in 2007



Ryan Suter - Played 18 seasons in the NHL and was named to six
NHL All-Star teams

John Gibson - Played 8 seasons in the NHL and was named to the
NHL All-Rookie Team in 2016

Auston Matthews - Played 6 seasons in the NHL and was named the
NHL's Most Valuable Player in 2022

Fort Wayne's Hockey Legacy

Fort Wayne has a rich hockey history that dates back to the early days of
the Fort Wayne Komets. The Komets have been a successful team in the
IHL, winning the Turner Cup championship five times. The city has also
produced a number of notable hockey players who have gone on to have
successful careers in the NHL.

Fort Wayne is a hockey hotbed, and the city's hockey legacy is sure to
continue for many years to come.
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