Class Pre Trip And Airbrake Inspection For
Truck And Trailer Simplified

As a truck and trailer driver, ensuring the safety of your vehicle and its
occupants is paramount. Pre-trip and airbrake inspections are essential
elements of your daily routine, ensuring that your rig is in optimal condition
before hitting the road. This article will provide a comprehensive guide to
these inspections, empowering you with the knowledge and skills to
perform them thoroughly and efficiently.
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Pre-Trip Inspection

A pre-trip inspection is a systematic examination of your vehicle to identify
any potential issues or defects before starting your journey. It is a legal
requirement in many jurisdictions and helps prevent accidents,
breakdowns, and costly repairs. Here are the key steps involved:
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Exterior Inspection

Tires: Check tire pressure, tread depth, and overall condition. Look for
any cuts, bulges, or uneven wear.

Lights: Ensure that all lights are functioning properly, including
headlights, taillights, turn signals, and brake lights.

Mirrors: Adjust mirrors for optimal visibility and ensure they are clean
and undamaged.

Windshield and Wipers: Check for cracks or chips on the windshield
and ensure wipers are functioning properly.

Coupling and Hitch: Inspect the coupling and hitch for any damage or
loose connections.

Interior Inspection

Seat and Seat Belt: Adjust the seat for proper comfort and ensure the
seat belt is in good working condition.

Gauges and Instruments: Check the dashboard gauges, including
speedometer, tachometer, fuel gauge, and engine temperature.

Steering Wheel and Horn: Ensure the steering wheel is securely
attached and the horn is functioning properly.

Mirrors: Adjust interior mirrors for optimal visibility.

Safety Equipment: Check the presence and condition of safety
equipment, such as fire extinguisher, first aid kit, and reflective
triangles.

Under-Vehicle Inspection



= Engine and Fluids: Check engine oil, coolant, and other fluids for
leaks and proper levels.

= Belts and Hoses: Inspect belts and hoses for cracks, wear, or loose
connections.

= Brakes and Lines: Examine brake pads, rotors, and lines for any
damage or leaks.

= Exhaust System: Check for any leaks or damage to the exhaust
system.

= Suspension and Steering: Look for any signs of damage or loose
components in the suspension and steering systems.
Airbrake Inspection

Airbrake inspection is a critical aspect of pre-trip inspections, ensuring the
reliable and safe operation of your airbrake system. Follow these steps for
a thorough inspection:

Daily Inspection

= Air Pressure: Check the air pressure gauge to ensure it reads within
the normal operating range.

= Air Leaks: Listen for any unusual sounds or hissing noises that may
indicate air leaks.

= Governor: Check the governor to ensure it is functioning properly and
maintaining the correct air pressure.

= Moisture Separator: Drain the moisture separator to remove any
accumulated moisture.



= Parking Brake: Test the parking brake to ensure it holds the vehicle
securely.

Weekly Inspection

= Air Compressor: Inspect the air compressor for any damage or loose
connections.

= Air Lines and Fittings: Examine air lines and fittings for any leaks,
damage, or corrosion.

= Air Tanks: Check air tanks for any leaks, rust, or damage.

= Brake Chambers: Inspect brake chambers for any leaks, loose
connections, or corrosion.

= Foundation Brakes: Check foundation brakes, including brake shoes,
drums, and rotors for wear or damage.

By diligently performing pre-trip and airbrake inspections, you not only
comply with legal requirements but also contribute to the safety of yourself,
your passengers, other motorists, and the general public. These
inspections are an essential part of your daily routine and should never be
neglected. By incorporating the steps outlined in this guide, you can ensure
that your truck and trailer are in optimal condition, minimizing the risk of
accidents and breakdowns.

Remember, safety is paramount, and thorough inspections are the
cornerstone of a successful and safe journey. Take the time to inspect your
vehicle thoroughly and address any issues promptly. It is an investment in
your safety, the safety of others, and the overall success of your trucking
operation.
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