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Becky Albertalli's "What If It's Us" is a heartwarming and thought-provoking
novel that explores the power of self-discovery and the importance of
inclusivity. The novel follows the story of two teenagers, Arthur and Ben, as
they navigate the complexities of first love, identity, and acceptance.
Albertalli's writing is both honest and hopeful, and her characters are
complex and relatable.

A Story of First Love and Self-Discovery

Arthur is a shy and introverted artist who has always felt like an outsider.
Ben is a popular and outgoing jock who seems to have it all. Despite their
differences, the two boys are drawn to each other. As they spend more time
together, they begin to realize that they have more in common than they
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thought. They both love art, music, and spending time with their friends.
They also both have a deep longing to be accepted for who they are.

As Arthur and Ben's relationship deepens, they begin to face challenges
from their friends and family. Some people don't understand why the two
boys are together. Others are outright hostile. But Arthur and Ben are
determined to stay true to themselves and to each other. They know that
their love is real, and they are willing to fight for it.

A Celebration of Inclusivity

"What If It's Us" is not just a story about first love. It is also a celebration of
inclusivity. The novel features a diverse cast of characters, including
LGBTQ+ characters, characters of color, and characters with disabilities.
Albertalli's writing is respectful and inclusive, and she creates a world
where everyone is welcome.

The novel's message of inclusivity is especially important in today's world.
In a time when division and intolerance are on the rise, "What If It's Us" is a
reminder that we are all connected. We all have the same basic needs and
desires. We all deserve to be loved and accepted for who we are.

A Must-Read for Young Adults

"What If It's Us" is a must-read for young adults. It is a heartwarming and
thought-provoking novel that will stay with readers long after they finish it.
Albertalli's writing is both honest and hopeful, and her characters are
complex and relatable. The novel's message of inclusivity is especially
important in today's world. "What If It's Us" is a book that will make readers
think, feel, and grow.



Discussion Questions

1. What are the main themes of "What If It's Us"?

2. How do the characters of Arthur and Ben grow and change throughout
the novel?

3. What are the challenges that Arthur and Ben face in their relationship?

4. How does the novel promote the importance of inclusivity?

5. What is the significance of the novel's title?

About the Author

Becky Albertalli is the author of several popular young adult novels,
including "Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda" and "The Upside of
Unrequited." Her books have been praised for their honesty, humor, and
inclusivity. Albertalli is a passionate advocate for LGBTQ+ rights, and she
uses her platform to speak out against homophobia and transphobia. She
is a role model for young people everywhere, and her work is helping to
make the world a more inclusive place.

If you are looking for a heartwarming and thought-provoking novel that will
stay with you long after you finish it, then I highly recommend "What If It's
Us" by Becky Albertalli. It is a must-read for young adults and adults alike.
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